
Update 13/10/2021 

 
The TCDGSU will be protesting with Students4Change and other 
groups on October 16th to seek justice for the lack of consideration 
visited on our members in 2020/2021/2022. We are protesting to 
highlight student mental health and the impact of an uncertain and 
compromised educational experience again this year which sees many 
of our community struggle. The Budget 2022 has spread resources too 
broadly and too widely. The government is out of touch with the 
student struggle and mental health reforms although welcome are well 
short of what we need. The allocation of mental health funds to Trinity 
College as part of budget 2022; how much is NEW investment or is 
most of the figure funding which is already allocated? Taking all of this 
into account…. The time has come for action, the time has come for us to 
protest and demand a partial refund. 

 
Please see releases attached to this email: 

Please see the GSU PG Student Experience Feedback Survey 2020/21 
Please see release in conjunction with Student4Change attached.   

 
Mandate Motion 5 Partial Fee refund which has earned 623 votes; 23 
votes not supporting (4%) and 600 votes supporting (96%), and the 
motion is deemed to have passed 14th April, 2021. 

4. Motion mandating that the Graduate Students’ Union of 
Trinity College shall advocate on the behalf of Postgraduate 
students for the partial returning of fees for the year due to 
a failure on the part of the College to provide students that 
which they were promised when they registered. 

a. It is the position of the Graduate Students’ Union that Postgraduate 
students of Trinity College Dublin have been affected more than any 
contingent of Students within the College community. 
 
b. There had been a promise of a blended approach to teaching 
throughout the year with at least some face-to-face tuition. In the vast 
majority of cases, the College has failed to provide what they promised 



in relation to this and offered full online programs instead of regular 
ones. As such Postgraduate students who elected to attend Trinity 
were sold one product and were in fact delivered an entirely different 
and gravely inferior one. 
 
c. There were many periods throughout the Academic year in which it 
would have been feasible for College Students to attend small face-to-
face classes, yet the College remained teaching online. Even now 
Primary and Secondary school students are attending classes while 
College students are being confined to home, many of them paying huge 
amounts for rented residence abroad, which has had a quantifiable 
impact on many individuals’ academic performance, academic 
motivation, personal health, and mental health. 
 
d. The Irish Government itself acknowledges this quantifiable impact. 
This is why as part of Ireland’s Budget 2022, the Ministry for Further 
and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science granted on 
December 2020 a €250 payment to all full-time EU students in publicly-
funded higher education institutions, to acknowledge the impact this 
pandemic has had on third-level students. 
 
e. Also, various College services that were paid by the students’ tuition 
fees, were not provided during this academic year, such as access to 
academic materials in libraries (manuscript rooms), access to the sports 
facilities, dining spaces, etc. 
 
f. As such it is submitted that the College has a contractual obligation 
and a moral duty to reimburse students and partially return fees 
garnered from false advertising and failed contractual obligations of 
delivery of services and the agreed quality of services, or else shall no 
doubt be seen to be acting in bad faith with little or no regard for their 
students who paid an exorbitant amount to be effectively attending 
weekly webinars. 

 


